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Arkansas

Dffice of Communitias, Tribaes and Envircnmental Assessment

Local Foods, Local Places ~ Helena, Arkansas: EPA Region 8 Office of Communities,
Tribes and Environmental Assessment (OCTEA) staff participated in the Local Foods, Local
Places technical assistance workshop for Helena, AR, on September 6.7, 2018, The city of
Helana plans to launch a successful farmers market and events center to improve food access
and atfract economic development. Fartners and supporters for the workshop inchuded the
University of Arkansas Cooperative Exiension and multiple communily, state, and federal
agencias. Nexi steps include completing an action plan that cullines activities, resources, and
timeframes to move forward with implementation. Local Foods, Local Places helps citles and
towns across the country protect the environment and human health by engaging with local
rarners to reimvest in existing neighborhoods using local food systems. Conlact: Gloria
Yaughn, 214-865.7535,

Air and Radiation Division
Childran’s Envirornmanial Health Program
Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Division

Gaorgla-Pacific Crosset, AR Consent Decree Lodgad: On Friday, Decamber 14, 2018, the
Department of Justice, on behalf of EPA, filed 2 complaint and lodged s consent decree
regarding Georgia Pacific Chemicals LLC and Georgia-Pacific Consumer Cperations LLC
{"Settling Defandants™. The complaint and consent decres address and resolve Settling
Defendants’ Hability under Sections 1130 and T12{001) of the Claan Alr Act ("OAR™, 42
U.E.C 85 7132 and TH 20, for alleged viclations of the New Source Performance
Standards, Natlonal Emission Standards for Hazardous Alr Pallutants, and the Chemical and
Accident Pravention Provisions for Alr Programs al their chemical and paper/pulp facilitias
loecated in Crossett, Arkansas. Under the proposed seitlernent, Seltling Defendants have
agresd to injunctiva relief requiring correction of the alleged viclations and bringing thelr
facilities into full compliance upon entry of the proposaed Consent Decree and pursuant to the
deadlines sai therein. Settling Defandants have alse agreed to pay a penally of 3800,000,
implament three Supplamental Environmental Projects valied at $1.8 million, and implemant a
mitigation project valued at $2.9 million. Co-Plaintiff Arkansas Depariment of Quality (ADEQ)
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wil receive half of the oivil penalty ($300,000) but asseris no claims for injunctive relief.
Contact: Sarah Fray, 214-885-6488.

Land, Chemicals and Redevelopment Division
Superfund and Bmergency Management Division

Water Division
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Louisiana

Dffice of Communities, Tribes and Environmental Assessmeant

Mary Queen of Vietnam - Advanced Post Sward Monltoring/8ite Visit: Staff from the EPA
Region § Office of Communilies, Tribes and Environmenta! Assessment (OCTEA) and staff
from the ERPA Office of Environmental Justice (OBJ) conducted an advanced post award
monitoring (APAM) review and site visil with the 2018 Collaborative Problem Solving (CPS)
grant reciplent, Mary Queen of Vietnham on Tussday, August 7, 2018, The APAM s conducted
to ensure the use of the EPA assistance funds are in accordances with the project workplan
agreed fo by EPA and the reciplent. Contact: Gloria Vaughn, 214-885-7535,

Visit with the Louistana Department of Quality (LDEQ) on the ERPA RE EJ Program and
Discussion on the State’s Best Practices: On Seplember 17, 2018, OCTEA staff, Arture
Blanco, Gloria Vaughn and Charlotle Runnels visited LDEQ and met with LDEG staff, Dr.
Chuck Brown, Denise Bennetft, Bilan Sharafkhani, Herman Robinson, Elliolt Vega, Roger
Gingles, and Lourdes Hurraldes. OOTEA staff provided information regarding the positive
feedback received on LDEQ's presentation at the recent Bd Forury and possibility of planning
the next forum. An overview of the BJ Collaborative Plan was prasented, in which LDEG
agreed to have input and to enhancs commurnication by agresing to panticipale on regularly
schedulad update calls with OCTEA. LDEQ provided a brief averview on what they fael are EJd
communities and impactad communities. In addition, they highlightad several succasses (34
James, Sasel, 5t Ross, Attainment for 3 Criterla Pollutants, MOU's with Southern University)
and other areas whers they are still working on addressing concerms (Denka, Alexandria).
LDEQ alzo stressed how important it is to communicale risks accurately and manags
axpeciations, Contact: Gloria Vaughn, 214-885-7535.

EJ Tour of Disadvaniaged Communities along the Industrial Corridor in Louisiana:
September 26-27, 2018, OCTEA staff attended an EJ Tour of disadvantaged communities
along the industrial corridor in Louisiana, which was hosted by General Russal Honore with the
Green Anmy, and Mary Les Orr and Wilma Subra with the Louisiana Environmental Action
Metwork (LEAN). EPA siaff participated by listening and capturing Key points of concerns from
parlicipants at each stop on the tour. Tour slops wers in &1 James Parish - Burlon Street
Community, Resarve, LA - Concarned CGitizens of 34 Johin, Colfax, LA - The Rock Community
and Alexandiia, and LA - Concerned Citizens of Almandria/Pinaville. Contact: Glorla Vaughn,
214-865- 7535,
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EPA Conference Call with LDEQ — Listening Tour: On Cotober 24, 2018, OCTEA staff
hosted a conferance call with Denise Bennett, Deputy Secretary of LDEQ, to discuss and
share notes captured from the Listening Tour hosted by Gen. Russell Honore, Mary Lee Orr
and YWilma Subra and held along the Louisiana industiial corridor (8t Jamas Parish, Reserve,
LA, Colfax, LA and Alexandria, LA). Summary noles have been shared with Region 6
Programs as well. Contact: Gloria Vaughn, 214-665-7535,

Louisiana Semi-Annual EJ Update Call: On November 15, 2018, OCTEA staff hosted the
Louisiana Semi-Annual BEJ Update Conference Call with EJ partners in Louisiana, The purpose
of the call was to share information and engage in meaningful corwversation with our partners in
Louiziana and to work collaboratively to addrass environmental challenges. QCTEA sharad
information on OEJ's New Structurs and informead them of the Ermvdronmeantal Justice
Community Revitalization Council (EJORCY ~ B training webinars for Statas, Highlights of the
recent National Ervironmental Justice Advisory Council (NEJAC) meeting, an update of
MNational Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) related projects in Loulsiana, and an overview of EJ
and Cooparative Federalism projects in Region 8 (Collaborative Stratagy and Working with
State Pariners) was shared. Participants on the call ware given an apporhunity to volcs their
environmental concerns. As bllow-up, GCTEA shared documents related to QEJ's new
strusture, the EJCRE Webinar Trainings, and thrae apportunities: 1) ERPA's Small Grant
(EJS6) Solichtation; 2) EPA's Presidential Youth Award (PEYA); and 3) information on the
upcoming NEJAC Public Teleconference was provided to our partners. Contact Gloria
Vaughn, 214-665-7835,

Air and Radiation Division

Lowisiana Disaster Recovery Technical Support for 3 Human Health and Service
Projects: On November 6, Region 6 facilitated the "Green and Healthy Homes and Buildings
Soooping” maeating in support of the disaster recovery effort in West Manros, Louisiana, during
which bwo Indoor Environments training opportunilies planned for 2019 In West Monroe ware
shared. As a rasult, the Human Health and Services Responss Support Function (RE8F 3)
draffed three project proposals for IAGH {Asthma) focused activities in 2018, Contact: Mark
Berry, 214-685-3183.

Shildren’s Environmanial Health Program

Enforcement and Sompliance Assurance Division
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Land, Chemicals and Redevelopment Division
Superfund and Emergency Managemant Division

Agriculture Street Landfill Site ~ Inspection and Sampling: On October 20, 2018, the EPA
and Jacobs Enginearing complated an ouldeor/indosr homs inspection and air monitor effort.
Praliminary results did nof indicats any levels of concern from volatile organic compounds in
the home and no methane gas was delectad. Data from the Summa Canisters will bs avallable

it approviniataly one wesk to hirther confirm the prelimingry dats. Dontact: Ursula Lennox, et Compitent (BOLE Updaie?

214-883-8743.

Davil's Swamp Lake Suparfung Site, Baton Rouge LA & Proposed Plan: |

Commented IBOEY Hpdae?

Water Division

Regional Sustainability Environmental Sciences Research {(RESES) Workshop Ouachita
Ecosystem Benefits and Flood Impacts for Monroe/W. Monroe LA: On November 8, 2018,
ERA Region 8 and ERA Office of Research and Development will host a second RESES
workshop. The second workshop s a continuation of the focused dialogue on the Cuachila
River and Ecosystem Services and Banefits. The RESES project it {o connect community
afforts of management of the river and addrassing flooding issuss lo that of acosystam
services and benefits and community wallbeing. The workshop will build upon results from
Workshop #1 where key values and concemns of Quachila Parish and the Citles of Monros and
West Monros wers identifiad fo connect to specific levee river management, river pool
depth/navigation maintenancs, stormwater management, and communrity resifiensy to flooding
projects. In addition, Scolt Template from LDEG in Baton Rouge and Christopher Sims from
the Corps of Engineers in New Orleans will attend the workshop to learm more and to pariner
with EPA on final sutcomes from the RESES project for the Parish. The week will also have a
DOE feasibility study for solar to power thelr drinking water plant and may become a future
Drinking Water SRF Project. Cortact Anisa Pletrovic, 214-8685-8448,

ED_004144A_00003547-00007
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New Mexico

Qffice of Communities, Tribes and BEnvironmentsl Assessment

Environmental Justice {EJ) Collaborative Problem-8olving Grantee Workplan
Piscussion Meeting: Amigos Braves met with Debra Tellez to discuss issues which needed
clarification in preparation of the Final workplan, The Rio Fernando de Taos (RFDT)
Revitalization Collaborative is a partnership fo renvitalize the RFDT Corridor by improving waler
quality and ecological funclion, reatoring acequia systems and connecting paople to the river
and its watershed. The $120 000, two-year effort will be funded by the Urban Waters Program.
Cortact: Debra Tellez, 9158-533-7373,

Local Foods Local Places Technical Assistance Workshop, Sitver City, NM August 1-2,
2018 Staff from EPA Meadguarters (HQOMice of Community Fevitalization led the two-day
workshop and served as facilifators. Lillizing 2 self-assessment, drafl workshop goals ware
developsd to include Increasing local food production and harvesting in Grant County io create
a rafiable supply Tor losal buyers; includs underserved community members in local food
aystam planning o expand economic opportunitias and food access for all; and strengthan the
existing farmers market to reinforee downtown Silver City as a food destination. Silver Qity has
a lot of good things going on with a Fuod Policy Council, farmers market, food coop,
restauranis, commercial kitchen, with little connection bebween them. The workshop included a
tour with steering committes members and federal pariners, a public evening session o
identify local values, vision and gosls. Altendees to the community meeting and workshop
included residents, communily garden volurteers, town councit members, academia, New
Mexico Ervironmental Depardment (NMED) Brownfield staff, United States Depanmuent of
Agricufture (USDAFural Development staff, Bl Paso ERPA Border Staff, USDA HG staff, and
local small business owners, A tolal of 45 sltendees were present at the public evening
workshiop and approximately 25 altendess wers present during the final porlion of the
workshop to clanfy and privritize the goals info an action plan. A draft action plan will be
developsd and shared with the community. Thres additional post workshops will follow in late
September and October to identify potential funding and resources o help with implementation
and discuss the community's infllal steps forward. Contact: Contact: Dabwa Tellez, 815533~
7273

Vistt with NMED Leadership and BJ Grantes: September 53-8, 2018, EPA Region 8 Office of
Communities, Tribes and Ervironmental Assessment (OCTEA)} staff, Gloria Vaughn and Debra

ED_004144A_00003547-00008
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Tellez, met with NMED leadership and staff Sscretary Tongate, Deputy Secretary J.C.
Barrego, Jennifer Hower and Kathryn Backer {o discuss the June EJd Forum and to shars the
news that NMED's presentation was one of the most well recelvad presentations. QCTEA staff
also confirmed EFAs use of information on the merger of small water systams as a hest
practice and that EPA will be sharing it with others. The draft EJ Collaborative Plan and
opportunitizs for collaboration was also discussed. ERPA staff then met with the TEWA
Women's Unitad a non-profil agency in Espancla NM to tour their Healing Qasts. EPA staff
toured a thriving garden with over 200 varieties of medicinal or companion plants which began
with a $20,000 2015 Small £J Grant. The barren slope with erosion problems was fransformed
with the use of swales and berms o caplure and harves! rainwater. TEWA just completed
Stage 4 and will creals 3 sead library at local library which is adjseant to the site. Thay have
beoen approached by a local elemerntary to create something similar but on school grounds.
EPA staff also conducied a windshield tour of two prospective communities who submitied
letlers of interast in the EPA Greening Americas Communities (e, City of Santa Fe, MM and
County of Barnalifio, NM: Mountain View Community}. Contacts: Debra Tellez, 815-533-7273;
and Gloria Vaughn, 214-885.7535.

A and Radiation Division
Children’s Environmental Health Program

Atbuguergus, New Mexico Healthy Homes Training: On August 13, 2018, the Pediatrie
Environmental Health Specialty Linit PEHSU presented the second in the series of Healthy
Homes Training svents in Albuguergue, New Mexico; the first event on July 18 was in Las
Cruces, MM, The course was designed for environmental health professionals, community
health workers, school health workers, housing advocates, code enforcement inspectors, and
other public health front line workers, There was a strong emphasis on lead polsoning
pravention. Contacl: Pauka Seleer, 214-865-6663.

Enforcement and Compliance &szsurance Division
Land, Chemicals and Redevelopment Division

Safe Drinking Water Safety and Lead Poisoning Workshop and Lead-Based Paint
tnzpections, Las Cruces, New Mexico: On August 3, 2018, the Region participated in the
Safe Drinking Watsr Safety and Lead Poisoning Workshop in Las Cruces, Naw Mexico,
speaking on the lead-based paint Renovation, Repailr and Painting (RRP) Rule. The

ED_004144A_00003547-00009
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presentation inchided common issues found during RRP work practice inspections. Chuck
Bames, 214-665-8535.

Superfund and Emergency Management Division
Water Division

War on Lead — Drinking Water Sessions Delivered by Region 8 Bl Paso Office in Las
Cruces: Stalf from the EPA RE Drinking Waler Section presentad at the "Drinking Water
Safety and Lead Poison Pravention Workshop” in Las Cruces, Mew Mexico on August 3, 2018,
This workshop was provided through a collaborative effort of EPA Region 8, Texas Tech
University in El Paso, and the Scuthwest Center for Padiatric Emdronmental Health Specially
Units (PEHSL). The workshop focused on educaling school districts, child cars facilities, policy
makers, and other community health organizations about the health impacts of lead on children
and the importance of testing. The workshop covered EPA's Renovation, Repalr, and Fainting
(RRP) Program Rules, which allow for the safe handling and disposal of existing lead-based
pairt in older homes. The workshop also made avallable a network of resources {o encourage
action on assessing drinking water safety. The Drinking Water Saction presented mullipls
sessions on the "Lead and Copper Ruls,” the "EPA 3Ts Suidance for Reducing Lead in
Drinking Water in Schools,” and the "EPA Reduction of Lead in Drinking Water Act” The Act
established the definition of "laad frae” and prohibits the use of any pipe, pips filtings, plumbing
fittings or fhdures, solder, and fux, after 1888 in public water systems or in a residential or non-
residential facility providing water for human consumption, that is not lead free. EPA's
participation at this workshop reached abouwt 50 professionals directly, with far-reaching
impacts {o children in thelr professional care. Contact: Miguel Moreno, 214.-865.7273

ED_004144A_00003547-00010
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Oklahoma

Dffice of Communities, Tribes and Environmental Assessmeant

Btate and Local Partnership-Building Visits - Oklahoma: ERPA Ragion & Office of
Communitiss, Tribes and Environmental Assessment (DCTEA) conducted partnership-buiiding
visits with staff from the Qldahoma Departrent of Environmental Quality (ODEQ) and two looal
non-profit groups on September 19-20, 2018, Discussion topics focused on opportunities for
State, BFA, and community collaborations. The visit with QDEQ included staff from the
Environmental Complaints and Local Services Division. The two non-profits visited were the
Urbhan League of Cklzhoma City and The ARC Foundation. Both are previous EJ Small Grant
recipients. The visils were planned as parl of EPA’s emphasis on cooperative federalism and
the important role of states and other partners in the work that EPA does regarding
communities and the envirenment. Contact: Gloria Vaughn, 214-885-7535,

Meeting with the MetCares Foundation: On August 15, 2019, Ervironmental Justice (EJ}
staff from OUTEA met with staff froms the MetCaras Foundation of Tulsa, Cklahoma to discuss
thelr community outreach efforts related fo B issues in the Tulsa area. The meeting focused
on Ervironmental Justice Scresning and Mapping Tool (EJSCREEN) fraining, EJ outreach
best practices, and publicly available EPA research and dalabass tools. Discussions are
ongoing as the foundation bagins working with community leaders to identify £J priority areas
of concarn. Conmtact, Omari Burrell, 214-885-3162.

A and Radiation Division

Children’s Environmental Health Program
Ernforcement and Compliancs Assurance Division
Land, Chemicals and Redevelopment Division

Superfund and Emergency Managemant Division

Tor Ureek Yoluntary Relocstion Meeting, Miami. OB Dn July 31, 2018, EPA metwith the __~{ Conmunted [BO3) Updes?

family currently residing at the Tar Creek smaeller property in Otawa Counly, OK, to discuss
voluntary relocation of the Tamily's property and the process to implement the voluntary
relocation. The Tar Creck smelter propenty is contaminaled with high lead levels in the soils,
the family home and the domestic water supply well, & one-year-old child and an elderly

ED_004144A_00003547-00011
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gertleman both living on the properly have slsvated blood lead levels. The investigation and
remadiation of the property will be mxdensive and lengthy; tharefore, EPA Is pursuing voluntary
relocation. Volurtary relocation is part of the Tar Creak Operable Unkt 4 remedy selectad inthe
2008 Record of Decision. EFA s working with the Quapaw Triba to fund a cooperative
agresment fo implement the buyout. The family was receptive to EPA's plan fo implement the
voduntary relocation and expressed appreciation for the EPA and the Oldahoma Department of
Ervironmental Quality's actions. Confact: Casey Luckett, 214-665-7393.

Gondrich Asbestas Site. Miami G EPA initiated an Emergency Response Removal action . Crmented [R04]: Updaie?

on Thursday, May B, 2018, Verbal approval for this action was given by the Superfund Division
Diractor. EPA began arrangements to safely remove 18,000 cublc vards of asbestos-
containing debris at the site. During the weak of June 3-7, 2018, EPA began removal work
involving excavation and off-site disposal of asbestos contaminated debwis. On June §, 2018,
EPA is hosted g communily meeting at the Miami Civic Cenler. The goal for the meefing was fo
provide the communily with information on the results of the asbestos assessment and the plan
o clean~-up the debris piles at the site.

On July 8, 2018, the EFA cleanup team mobilized o the site after a short break that began July
2, 2019, Approximately 20,000 tons of demoiition debris contaminated with asbestos is inthe
process of being excavated and transponed o an approved landfill in Missourl. To date,
approdimataly 8,100 tons have baan removed, Contact: Mike McAtaser, 214-885-7157,

Water Division

ED_004144A_00003547-00012
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Texas

Dffice of Communities, Tribes and Environmental Assessmeant

Regional Administrator meeting with Texas Environmental Justice Advocacy Services
{taja.s) On October 25, 2018, EPA RS Reglonal Administrator (RA), Ann Idaal, RA chisf of
staff, and staff from the Office of Communities, Tribes and Environmental Assessment
{QCTEAY met with Houston area Emdronmuental Justice (EJ) advocacy group tejas. The
meeting focused on amergency preparedness and chemical security, public air quality data
access, and REistate partner EJ invobvement in the Houston area. Contact: Gmari Burralf, 214~
8853162,

tntercontinental Terminals Corporation {ITC} Deer Park Facility Fire: On March 19, 2018,
tefas Deidre Arellane, on behalf of Juan Parras, meet with OCTEA staff and relayed public
health exposure concerns regarding the fire at the Intercontinental Terminals Corporation's
(1TC) Deer Park facility. Mrs. Arellane indicated that teja.s was working well through 2 lisison
in Harris County, but is concerned about data gaps in some of the Texas Commission on
Erpdronmerttal Guality (TOEQ) monitors. QCTEA staff gave her the websile link to access the
Alrborne Spectral Photometric Emdronmental Collection Technology (ASPECT) data and she
welzomed the information. Mrs. Arsllane also made a requaest on beha¥f of Juan Parmras to set
up a mesting with the RA at a mutually comenient time and location (Dallas or Houston). Juan
Farras warnts to share work he is doing with cooperation from the agencies. Contact: Gloria
Vaughn, 214-665-7835,

B and Environmental Justice Screening and Mapping Tool {(EJSCREEN] Training:
OOTEA staff provided training via webinar o 8 4th year medical student at the Texas Tech
University Health Sciances Center in El Paso. The presentation included an overview of the
arvironmental justice program, defined environmenta! justice and why it is 's important, a
discussion on Exsculive Crder 12842 and the role of the EPA. Video sturias from the
sommunity wers shared. Training was also provided on the use of EJSOREEN. The partizipant
was informed that EJSCREEN could be used as a proliminary step when conaidering £J for
areas that may be candidates for additional consideration or analysis or outreach as EPA
developed programs and activities that may affect communities. twas alse sharedthat it iz a
public toot that can be used by anvone to look at demographics and environmental indicators in
a defined arsa. A demonstration on how to use the ool was conducted and the participant

ED_004144A_00003547-00013
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indicated that he could see a use for the fool in gathering information aboul the area where he
would be practiving medicins. Contact: Gloria Vaughn, 214-885.7535,

Communilty Workshop - Emergency Preparedness & Communication for Colonias in Bl
Faso Srea: On July 24, 2018, EPA Region 8 Border, EJ and Ernvironmental Education
Programs hosted an emergency preparadness workshop for Colonias in the Bl Pasoe, TX Area.
Tha goal of the workshop was to improve acoess (o emergensy praparadness and
communication assistance for B communities, civic, fatth-based and small organizations and
strengthen community-based reailisnce natworks. The target audisnce inchided: Colonia
leaders and members, fribal leaders and members, nonprofits, and health, civic and faith
organizations serving Colonia residents in the El Paso arsa. Acting Regional Administrator,
David Gray, provided opening remarks for the event. Several federal, state, and local agencies
parinered with EPA Region 8 for the workshop inchuding: TOEG, City of San Elizaric, City of
Socorro, Bl Paso Office of Emergency Management, Red Cross, El Paso Health Department,
Rio Grands Councll of Governments, University of Texas El Pase (UTER}, Univision Channel
28 media, and others. Contacts: Paula Flores-Gregy, 214-885-8123; and Maria Sisneros, 915-
B33-7273.

El Paso County Judge and Rural Mayors Meeting & Isleta Del Sur Visit: On September 15,
2018, CCTEA meat with Ef Paso County Judge, Ricarde A, Samaniege, El Paso County Rural
Mavyors and Isleta Del Sur Tribal representatives o share ideas for continuation that emerged
from the Emergency Preparednass Workshop for Colonias and Tribal Communilies held earlier
this year. EFPA provided information abowt funding opporfunilies that could be connected o the
work that is nesded and seak an agreement on the path forward through local leadership.
Contact: Paula Flores-Gregy, 214-885-8123.

A and Radiation Division
Children’s Environmental Health Program

Meeting with City of Dallas Code Compliance Department on Children's Environmental
HMealth: On July 8, Region 8 mat with Mr. Bob Curry, Code Compliance Manager for the Oity of
Dalias to discuss ways cily code can support children's ervironmental health and lead
poisoning prevention. Contact: Paula Selzer, 214-685-668683.

Children’s Environmental Health Symposium, Dallas, Texas: On Saptamber 13 and 14,
the Children's Environmental Health (CEH) Symposium was held in Dallas, Texas. Agenda

ED_004144A_00003547-00014
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fopics included lead poisoning prevention, asthma iriggers, exposures during pregnancy,
shildhood sancer and other CEH issues. One hundred thiny peopls registerad 1o atlend the
svent. Gontact: Paula Seizer, 214-885-8663,

Ernforcement and Compliancs Assurance Division

intercontinental Terminals Company Deer Park Texas Incident: On Salurday, March 23,
20149, ERPA Region § issued an Administrative Order to Infercontinental Terminals Company
LLC TS pursuant to Section 311{c), (o), and {m) of the Clean Water Act. The OUrder directed
ITC to comply with a Statement of Work designed to address the discharge of certain
hazardous substances infe Tucker Bayou and Buffalo Bayou, also known as the Houston Ship
Channal. The release ocourrad affer wastewaler contents containing hazardous substances
breached ITC's tank farm secondary containment after days of firefighling efforts resuling from
a fire that began on March 17, 2018. Contact: Edwin Quinones, 214-885-8035.

Laboratory Bervices and Apphied Science Division

3Ts for Reducing Lead in Drinking Water in Schools: The Houston Environmental
Laboratory is providing analylical services for the 3Ts (Training, Testing, Telling) for Reducing
Lead in Drinking Water in School's Project. it is estimated that the project will consist of arcund
1,000 samples being collected from drinking water fourtains at 85 schools for lead analysis. To
dats, 180 sampls containers hava baan sent to 24 schonls for the collsction of samples with
addifional containers expacted to ba sent to schools during 2018, The Houston Lab has
received a total of 177 drinking waler samples (22 of them being re-samples) for lead analysis
from 24 schools, and of thoss, has reported data for all 177 samples from 24 schools. Contact
Beverly Monday, 281-883-2201.

Larid, Chemicals and Redevelopment Division

Brownfields Tools for Buillding Resilient Communifies Workshop: The workshop was held
at the Deluxas Thaatar in the Fifth Ward neighborhood, Houston, TX on July 18, 2018, The goal
of the workshop was to inform the community about Brownfield properties and how to fund
suscessiul redevelopment through different available resources. Over 70 atlendess
parlicipatad in workshop, For more information abowt the workshop {Le., ovendew, handouts,
brochures, presentations) please log on to | HYPERLINK

“https www ksutab org/feducationiworkshops” 1. Contact Anthony Talton, 214-885-72085.
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Lead-Based Paint Inspection - Child Care Facility, Dallas, Texas: On August 10, 2018 iIn
responss 1o a cifizen comphaint, the Region conducted a Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA}
lead-based paint inspaction at a home child care facilily in Dallas, Texas. The inspection
revaaled that work subject to lead-based paint requirements was underway at the home child
care facility. Children were present. On-Site sampling confirmed the presence of isad in paint
chips collestad at the site. Contact: Chuck Barnes, 214-865-86535.

Enniz, Texas Adds Renovation, Repair and Painting {(RRP} Regulation to Building
Permit: On Cctober 268, Ennis, Texas reported to the Region that it added a statement on the
RRP Rule to its building permils, reguiring contractors fo be EPA certified for work on pre-18738
residences and other child occupled faciities. Contact: Douglas Cornell, 214-665-6486.

Lead Dust Hazard Rule Media Bvent, Houston, TX: On June 21, 2018, at the request of the
L1 EPA Office of Public Affairs and in coordination with the ULS. Department of Housing and
Lirban Development (HUD), Texas Depariment of Siate Health Service, and CHly of Houston
Health Depanment, EPA Region 8 hosled a madia event to echo the EPA Administrator's
anrouncamant of the Lead Dust Hazards Rule going final. The event was held at a recently
abated residence in Houston. The lead paint abatement occurred at the home under g HUD
grant to the City of Houstor's Health Depariment. Contact: Mikeal Adams, 214-885-8711.

Superfund and Emergency Management Division

Dlonna Reservnls and Coanal System Superfund Site, Record of Deision: On October 1, i Commentes (805 Undais

2013, EPA issued the Record of Declsion for the site. The selected remedy, among other
actions, includes the removal of sediments contaminated with Polyohlorinated Biphanyls
{POBsY and fish which have bicaccumulated PCBs. ERPA plans long-term monitoring of fish
tizsue to determine if remediation goals are reached. The selected remedy will also include
community outreach to inform the public of the contaminated fish. Contact Rafael Casanova,
214-685-7437.

Wood industries Removal Action: On Ootober 18, 2018, EPA completed the removal of the
fwo large piles of cracked ballery carcasses at the sile in San Antonio, TX The Wood
industries site was a former plastic recycler thal inapproprialely excepted thousands of tons of
battery carcasses, and then could not deal with the balteries as plastic bacause of the lead
contamination and remaining lead plates. The lead, with concantration axceeding 15 percent,
threatenad the nearby San Antonio River, adiacent residents and the environment. Contach:
Matthew Loesel, 214-8685-3544,
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Lane Plating Works Inc. Superfund Site, Dallas, Texas - Community Meeling: On
Nowember 13, 2018, the EPA Region 8 Office hosted a community mesting in Dallas, Texas at
the Highland Hills Branch Library. The purposs of the community mesting was o provide a Site
update on the Lane Plating history, which was then be followed by a brief guastion and answer
session focused on the next steps for the sits. Contact Stephen Persira, 214-885-3137.

{.ane Plating Works Superfund Site - Flisld Worke On May 8, 2018, field work is scheduled {Commented FBOBT Upistes

1o begin for Phase one of the Remedial Investigation. During the first week, a reconnaissance
crew will mark sample locations and clear brush to gain access when neaded. The drilling
subcontractor will clear soil boring Iocations and monitoring well locations with ground
penstrating radar. Sample collection and monitoring well installation will bagin the weel of May
13, 2019 and continue through the week of May 20 if necessary. The Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality will observe sampling on May 15-18, 2018, Contact: Kenneth
Shewmake, 214-885-3158,

Water Division

Craft-Turney Water Supply Corporation, Jacksonville, Texas: The do not use order was
lifted on Ot 19, 2018, for the remaining ares (original 11 connections) served by the Crafl-
Turney Watsr Supply Corp. based on sample results from additional samples coliected from
the mited area of the system on Ootober 18th. An evaluation of the results for thess samples
indicated that though the chiorothalonil is still present at low levels in this area, the levels
detectsd are well below the heaith-based comparison value. Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TOEQ) Region staff made calls to inform the residents of the 11
impacted homes, as well as the lumber mill staff, {o let them know that while there is a
detactable lovel of the chemical in this part of the system, the "do not use” order is being Hfted,
and to set up a ime 1o meet face-to-face to discuss the sample results in more detall so there
is a clear understanding of what is going on. Several mesiings have been set up, and voics
messages wers left for three residents. The water system will continue o condudt increased
flushing in this area of the system o further reduce the presence of the Clorothalonil, and the
Region will collect additionz! samples on a pericdic basis to monitor for the presence of this
zhemical. Due to the nature of the chemical and the plumbing of some pants of the system, itis
anticipated that there will continue to be detectable levels in the system for guite some time,
the residents still have access to boltled water. The TCEQ continues to conduct an
irvestigation of this incident. Contact: James Brown, 214-665-3175,
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Drinking Water Presentations at the Texas Rural Water Association Conference: On Julby
4, 2019, two membars of the EPA Region 8 Urinking Water Section prasenied at breakowt
sessions of the Texas Rural Water Association's 2018 Water Utilty Managemuant Confarenze
in Gabveston, Texas on July 8-10, 2018, The EPA presentations inchided the Safe Drinking
Water Act (SDANA) Rules such as the Long Term 2 Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule
as it relates to source sampling and the Lead and Copper Rule as i relates to ERA's 3Ts
Sochool Sampling Guidanze. The confarence was geared towards water utility managers and
coverad a variety of drinking water coursas for snsuring oversight of water systam compliance
and sustainabillty. Contact Mark MeCasland, 214-885-83088; and Loribsth Tanner 214-585-
8153,
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Region Wide Activities

Dffice of Communities, Tribes and Environmental Assessmeant

Community Involvemaent Training (CIT} Prograny: EPA Region 8 (ffice of Communities,
Tribes and Environmental Assessment (OUTEA) staff attended the CIT Program on July 18-18,
2013 In Kansas City, MO, The CIT Program brings togsther people from EFA and the Agency's
pariners and slakeholders who plan and implement communily invoheement, pannership,
stewardship, outraach, and edunation programs. The program featured a plenary session with
gusst speakers; an All-MHands session with a apecial amphasis on clean up and reuse;
engaging and interactive training sessions; and networking epportunities. Contact: Omari
Burrell, 214-865-3162.

Mational Environmental Justice Advisory Council's (NEJAC) Mesting: OCTEA
management attendad the Nalional Erndronmental Justice Advisory Councif's (NEJAC)
meeling in Boston, Massachusetls on August 14-18, 2018, A festured componert of the
meeting was a public meeting whers impacted EJ communities and advocates could provide
testimony and recommendations o the Councll. Three Region 8 constifuents provided
testimony and/or recommendations to the NEJAC which included support for sclentific integrity;
opposition 1o rolf back of the Chemical Disaster Rule; opposition to the proposed Raal T Act
that would require presenting a stale 1D {o make public comments; and opposition 1o proposed
changss o National Environmantal Policy Act (NEFA) which would shorten the review period.
Testimony was also provided regarding industry lead home buyouts in Mossville, LA and the
number of hazardous pollutanis that the Manchesler community near Houston was exposed o
bacause of Hurricane Harvey, Contact: Glorla Vaughn, 214-865.7535.

Cooperating Agency Meeting: On Saptamber 10, 2018, OQCTEA staff participated in the
Cooperating Agency meeting for the Port Arthur Louisiana Conneclor Projects o discuss
CGCTEA's comments o the Administrative Draft Environmental impact Statemant. The
Proposed Project impacts the slates of Louisiana and Texas. Contact: Agatha Benjamin, 214-
8857282,

EPA Region 6 - Semi Annual Environmenial Justice Update Call with Partners: On
Cutober 23, 2018, OCTEA hosted the ERA Ragion § - Semi-Annual Environmental Justize
Update Conference Call. The purpose of the call was to communicate with communities, state
rarners and Tribes in Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklshoma and Texas, to share
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overarching environmental information and fo engage in meaningful conversation on issues of
interast in the Region. Toplcs presented on the call were: Office of EJ Programs new structurs;
Ed Communily Revitalization Counclt - EJ Training Webinars for States; NEJAC mesling
averview; EJ and Cooparative Federalism ~ EJ Collaborative Strategy and Working with State
Partners. Partners shared environmental concermns they were experiencing in their
communities. Matthew Tejada (OEJ), Charlas Lee (GEJ) and Ricard Muore were presenters an
the call. Contact: Gloria Yaughn, 214-865-7835.

Ed Integration - Environmental Justice Screening and Mapping Tool {(EJSCREEN)
Training S$tandard Operation Procedure (S0P} On March 28, 2018, the OCTEA
EJSCREEN Coordinator/Contact conduchad a meeting with OCTEA management. During the
meeting feedback was oblained on the EJSCREEN Training SOF and management
expectations for the acreening and mapping too! implementation within Region 8, The
EJESCREEN tool aims o further integrate and implement community environmental
sonsiderations within EPA Programs. The development of the EISCREEN Training SGP in
conjunction with the EPA Office of Environmental Justics (OE.1) and the National EJSCREEN

Steering Committas s underway. Contact: Agatha Benjamin, 214-885-7282.

Mational Environmental Justice &dvisory Council {(NEJAC) Meeting: On April 30 - May 3,
2019, Office of Communilies, Tribes and Envirenmentad Assassment siaff attended the NEJAD
meeting in Bethasda, MED. The meeting focused on several topics including EPA program
offices providing updates on thelr efforts to integrate emvironmental justice into their programs,
and the discussion and deliberation of a charge to provide recommendations on the reuse and
revitalization of Superfund and other contaminated sites. Represantalives at the Aprit 30, 2018
public meeting spoke on the behalf of citizens of Mossville, Loulslana, and read a statement
from Texas Environmental Justice Advocacy Services (TEJAS) expressing a need for actions
{0 be taken o address cumulative impacts and the ongeing threats of another environmental
disaster. Contast: Glorta Vaughn, 214-865-753335.

£.4 Staff Participates in Children's Environmental Health Symposium: On June 11, 2018,
stalf from the Envirenmental Justice team participated in a pansl discussion on "Environmentsa
Justics and Soclal Determinants of Health®, sponsored by EPA and Texas Tech at Bl Paso
Health Sclences Center. The Children's Emdronmental Health Symposium provided important
information about environmental impacts on childrer's health. Physiclans, mid-level providers,
registered nurses, sockal workers, public health practitioners, community health workers, policy
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makers, academics, and others in the community were informed about the critical links
batween the emdronment and health. Contact Glorka Vaughn, 214-865-7535.

Gulf of Mexico Program Meats with OCTEA: Mambars of the Gulf of Mexico program office
visited the Region on September 13, 2018 to discuss working on collaborative efforts o
positively impact the MS, LA, and TX gulf area along with other areas in the Gulf of Mexico
watarshed. We arg locking o work with them on emergency preparedness for dizasters and
what happens nexd. Contact: Gloria Vaugh, 214-885.7838

Envirorumental Justice {EJd} and Tribal Analyses-Rule of Law and Process: OCTEA
conducted BJ and Tribal evaluations of various federally funded projscts in accordance with
the EPA Strategic Goals under the Rule of Law and Procass. OUTEA analyses evaluated the
implemertation of Executive Orders 12888 and 13175, The process includes identifyving and
addressing disproportionately high and adverse human health or srwironmental effects on
minority and low-income populations. This process also provides opporiunities to participate in
the decision-making provess, and consultation and collaboration with tribal officlals on federally
funded or permitted construction projects provided for OCTENs review, As of September 2018,
OCTEA has recelved, analyzed and provided EJd and Tribal analyses and recommaendations on

bver 57 Ervironmental impact Statements (EIS), Environmerttal Assessments (£4), and - Commented IBOTD Updated number nsecss far It

Sp 2018 parian?

srviFonmantal lettarsidocument requests. Thase projacts, if constructed, could affact over B

+ Conommnled [BOBY Sse abtve Camment

sommunitias and tribes in Texas, Louistana, Oklahoma, New Maxdeo and Arkansas. Contact
Agatha Benjamin, 214-865-7282.

Alr and Radiation Division
Shildren’s Environmanial Health Program

Children’s Environmental Health Wabinar Presentation: OnJuly 11, 2018, Region 8and 9
staff co-prasented during an Office of Ressarch and Bevelopment (DRD) webinar on
Children's Environmental Health (CEH) intiatives on the US-Maxdico bordaer fraom 2014 thru
2018, The presentation coversd the symposia in 2015 and 2018, Heatthy Homes training,
vecior-horne #iness training and the activities of the CEM grantess. Confact Paula Seleer, 214
8856663,

Children’s Environmental Health {CEH} Symposium Highlights: The Children's
Environmental Health Symposium was held June 10-11, 2018 In New Orleans, LA, The
sutcomss from the event were among the most successful of all the CEH Symposia held inthe
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past several vears. More than 80 participanis attended receiving professional CE credits in
sessions an lead polsoning prevention, EJ, and other CEH topics. Ninety-five Indoar Air Quallty
(1ALY Tools for Schools kits wers distributed, including 40 o the LA Depariments of Health and
Erndronment for thelr upcoming trainings to schools” parsonnel, three participants signed up for
the AQH Flag program, and EPA provided scholarships to two Tribal representatives. New
refalionships were eslablished betwesn the EPA CEH program and state government
representatives. Acting RA David Gray provided opening remarks and promoted the svent {o
New Mexico Sec. of the Environment. Contact has already been initiated to plan the next
symposiun in New Mexico in 2020, Contact: Paula Selzer, 214-885-8863.

Texas Department of State Health Services {TDEHE) Receives Funding from the US,
Centers for Dizease Contral and Prevention {CDC) to Resume Asthma Programming:
TREHS recelved funding from CDO that will allow the state to reinstate the Texas Asthma
Control Program (TACP), effective Seplember 1, 2018, Frogram activitles will include
reestablishing the Texas Asthma Control Collaboralive, developing a statewids stratagic plan,
and huilding localiragional capacity to address adult and childhood asthma in high burdan
areas. The TACRP will also build upon the work of the current Childhood Asthma Surveillance
and Control Froject, which looks at the impact of Hurrlcane Harvey on childhood asthma
prvalence and complications In affected areas. This is the first time In several years that the
state has recebved COC funding. The ERPA Ra Children's MHealth Advisor has offered to meet
with TRDSHS to coordinate and support program activitles addressing childhood asthma, re-
aestablishing a robust parinership from previous years. Contact: Paula Selzer, 214-885-8863.

Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Division
Larid, Chemicals and Redevelopment Division

Mew " Worker Prolection Standard {WPS) Handbook for Agricultural Employers”
Shared: Gn August 28, 2018, Region 8 sant the State Lead Agenciss and Cooperative
Extension Contacts the new "WPS Handbook for Agriculbural Employers” It summarizes how
o comply with the EPA&’s revised WS for workers who harvest crops on farms, forests,
nurseries and greenhouses. The document was produced by the Peslicide Educational
Resources Collaborative of Davis, California, with funding from EPA. Contacl: Gregory Weller,
214-563- 7564,

Region § Lead-based Paint Program State/Tribal Mesting, Dallas, TX: The 2018 annual
meeting was held on Tuesday Seplember 18, 2018 with representatives of Lead-based paint
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programs from Region 6 States and Tribal partners st the Regiona! office. Eleven guests
aftendad from the Cherokes Nation, Arkansas, Oklahoma and Taxas and four onfine listeners
from Loulsiana and New Medeo. Six members of the EPA steff geve presentations. Every
state and tribal program gave updates on this past yesar's activities and discussions ware held
on future goals and concerns. Contact Paula Selzer, 214-885-8883.

LLE. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD} and EPA Meeting,
Septamber 23, 2018; EPA Region 6 hostad the HUD Region V1 Environmental Officers to a
meet and greet meeting on Seplember 23, 2018, EPA Region 8 programs represerted at
meeting included: Brownfield; Superfund; Environmenial Justice; Lead-based Paint for
Residences; Alr Monitoring,; and Urban Waters. HUD staff requested a copy of the sign-in
shoet and BFA Region 8 organization chart, post re-alignment. Additionally, HUD staff
expressed interast in following up with Alr Programs to discuss potential Memorandum of
Agreement to streamiline Stale environmental agency review process regarding Mainfenance
and NMon-attainment areas impacted by disasters requirad 1o release resovary funding. HUD
staff also invited Environmantal Justice stalf to spealk at fulure HUD staff training events.
Contact: Karan Peycke, 214-885.2733.

Buperfund and Emergency Management Division
Water Division

Region § Lead in Schools 3T Testing Program o be Featured in National Story Map: EPA
Region 8's Tribal Lead in Schools Sampling Program is featured in the EPA Office of Ground
Water and Drinking Water's online story map fitled, "Leaders in Redusing Lead in Drinking
Water” An interactive map will highlight the areas where Reglon 8 has conducted tribal school
and childeare facility lead testing as woll as a summary of the work. Drinking Water staff
eollaborated with Office of Ground Watsr and Drinking Water staff {o featurs the efforts of the
Region and the Tribes to protect children's health.

The story map is located here: | HYPERLUINIC
"hitps i epa. maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/indsx . himiTappid=038f0008a 1561 4258 ad3bdfda37
0184537 |. Contact: Lori Tanner, 214-865-8153.
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SEPA

United States
Environ
Agevy
Office of Communities, Tribes and Environmantal Assessmant (QCTEA)
1201 Elm Strest, Suite 500
Dallas, TX 78270-2102
800-887-8063
[ HY PERLINK "hitp/fwww.epa.govienvironmentaljustice™ |

t Pratection

QCTEA Dirscton Arturo Blanco

OCTEA Deputy Director: Rhonda Smith

E.4 Program Associate Director: Gloria Vaughn

E.J Program Siaff: Agathe Benjamin, Omari Burrell, Paula Flores-Gragg, Debra Tellez
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